Start of School 2020-21
Frequently Asked Questions
When will I know my child’s classes?
Just like in previous school years, registration must first be completed in order for class schedules to be
generated. This typically occurs a few days before school begins. Please look for correspondence from
your child’s campus by August 17 regarding their teachers/schedules. The campuses must have
accurate contact information on file in order for parents to receive the information.

How will my child know what Google Classroom to join?
Campuses will be posting students’ teachers and their Google Classroom codes on the campus windows
by the weekend of Aug. 15/16. They will also be pushing the information out in digital newsletters and
on campus Facebook groups or other social media avenues. Remember, the sooner that parents
complete registration, the quicker we will be able to finalize and generate the schedules. Additionally, if
your contact information is not updated with your child’s campus, then you could miss receiving
important information.
To get to their Google Classrooms, students will need to be logged into their BMTISD Chrome Account.
If the student is using a district Chromebook, they are automatically logged into their Chrome Account.
On other devices, they will need to click on the Chrome Browser. Google may prompt you to sign in, if
not Chrome may be signed in under a different user. Click the profile icon in the top right corner of
Chrome to sign in as the student.
The student email address is their ID number @bmtisd.com. For example, a student with the ID number
999999 will have the email 999999@bmtisd.com. The student password is their 6-digit birthday (DOB in
MMDDYY format).
Once the student is logged into Google Chrome they can go to www.Classroom.Google.com Inside
Google Classroom, look for the + sign in the top right corner. The student will select Join Class and type
in the code given to them by their teacher and click Join.

How will we know what work the students should be doing each week?
Once students have been enrolled in their Google Classrooms, they can then access a Weekly Checklist
from their teacher(s) showing what assignments will be due each week, the schedule for live learning
opportunities, access to the learning videos, and more.

Will there be real-time, live opportunities for students to work with their teacher?
Yes, we have published a schedule of Zoom Live Learning Opportunities for each grade level. You or
your child can find the correct Zoom link on your teacher’s Weekly Checklist. The Weekly Checklists will
be uploaded into the Google Classroom by Monday morning of each week.

Do you expect my child to attend every Zoom Live Learning opportunity?
The Zoom Live Learning Opportunities are provided for your child to use as needed, but they are not
mandatory to attend. BISD felt it was important to provide live connections to the learning for our
students so they could see and engage with their teacher as well as their classmates. Please utilize the
Live Learning schedule in the way that best supports your child’s needs. If your child is struggling with
the content, it would be important for you to allocate the time for your child to attend the Live Learning
so they can acquire the support needed for academic success.
Please note, it is not recommended for pre-K and kindergarten students to sit continuously in front of a
screen for longer than 20 consecutive minutes at a time. Younger students, in particular, need frequent
breaks and changes in activities.

How will attendance be taken during the remote learning period?
Students are required to engage in the learning every day; otherwise they will be counted as absent for
the day. For the first day of school (August 17) students will be counted present for the day when the
parent or student submits a Google Attendance Form located on the BISD website banner at
www.bmtisd.com. This is very important to do so that there is an accurate account of all students in
attendance.
Starting on the second day of school and continuing through the remote leaning period,
Homeroom/First Period teachers will have a link in their Google Classroom to a brief Google Attendance
Form for students to complete each day. Additionally, students attending the Live Learning Zoom
opportunities will count toward attendance. Teachers will also track engagement in the learning
through Google Classroom submissions, progress in online learning programs, and through email or
phone call contact.
Elementary students will be guided to check in with their Homeroom teacher or other designated
teacher on their schedule. Elementary students must ensure they check in each day on the Google
Attendance Form or through attending a live Zoom session.
Secondary students (middle and high school) must check in with their first period teacher each day
through the Google Attendance Form located in their teacher’s Google Classroom. All other class
period teachers will also have a Google Form for attendance check-in purposes.

I have three children in BISD and only one device. What do I do?
BISD understands the challenges presented by students having to share a device. One option that has
worked for some families is to seek out unused smartphones that are no longer on contract. The
smartphones are perfect for accessing the live Zoom learning opportunities we will be providing for
students each day during the remote learning period. You do NOT need a contract -- only electricity to
charge it and WiFi. BISD has enough WiFi hotspots for every student who needs one, and that can be
used to engage an off-contract smartphone.
Utilizing off contract smartphones can greatly help a family if they must share devices. The camera and
microphone in the phone allows them to connect to Zoom and see/hear their teachers while also
allowing the student to interact with the teacher and their peers. The device you checked out from the
campus can then be used by another child in your household to complete the Google Classroom
assignments.

What do I need to do right now to get ready for the first day of school?
The first day of school is August 17. Right now, parents can begin ensuring that the device(s) they have
are in working order. If a MiFi hotspot was also checked out from your child’s campus, please take the
time to read the instructions and test it out. Remember, the MiFi hotspot does not have unlimited data,
so please only utilize the device for instructional needs. Parents can also make sure that their children
have basic school supplies at home such as pens, paper, crayons or markers. Some subjects will also
require a journal or composition book in which to keep notes or other work.

We would like to change the learning option we selected on the registration form. How
do we do that?
All students will begin the school year remotely starting on August 17. This means that students will not
attend school in person for the initial remote learning period that will last at least four weeks (Aug. 17 Sept. 11). It is possible that the district will extend the remote learning period for an additional four
weeks (Sept. 14 - Oct. 9) if COVID-19 cases are still high in our area.
Once the remote learning period has been underway for several weeks, the district will provide a brief
Google form that will allow parents to select the learning option for the second nine weeks, either
remaining to stay with virtual learning or electing for on-campus learning. This will give parents the time
they need to understand what virtual instruction looks like and if it is the best option for their child in
future grading periods.

How will attendance be taken during the remote learning period?
There are a variety of attendance measures that will be implemented during the district-wide
remote learning period:
·

Each school day, students complete a brief Google Attendance Form located in their teacher’s
Google Classroom.

·

Teachers may also track engagement through Google Classroom assignment submissions and
participation in online learning programs that are utilized

·

Attendance may be taken and recorded for those participating in the live learning
opportunities through Zoom

·

Phone calls and emails made with students will also count for attendance purposes.
*Attendance protocols are subject to change based on TEA guidance. Updates will be provided through
the teacher’s Google Classroom and through BISD correspondence to parents.

Where can we go to pick up lunch for my child?
BISD will be offering a number of meal distribution locations starting August 17 for curbside pick-up.
Meals will be served at select campuses from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.
Students must provide one of the following to pick up a meal:
1. A current year student ID
2. A current year letter from the school (that includes name & student ID)
3. Their name and student ID number to the curbside attendant
OR
4. Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s) may pick up student meals with appropriate forms of
verification and with documentation; when a student is not present in the car.
Those forms of verification include:
*Parent Self-Serve Portal with student name and ID number
*Current Year Student ID
*Any official letter from the District that includes the student name and ID number
*Student Name & Student ID provided verbally.
***Parent/Legal Guardian must sign for meal pick-up when the student is not present.

